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BRUK AGM 2024

Minutes of BRUK AGM Meeting Saturday 16th November 2024.  Held at Portishead Shooting Club.

The meeting was opened by Richard Healey who welcomed everyone and thanked them for coming to both the competition and the meeting.

Apologies for absence were received from Sonia Carr
Richard Healey then asked that people had read the minutes of the 2023 AGM and asked that they be recorded as a true and accurate reflection of the 2023 AGM. This was proposed by Carl Broadis and seconded by Tom Jacobs a vote was taken and carried. Graham Freeman (secretary) signed off the 2023 AGM.

Richard Healey asked if there were any issues raised from the last AGM. Tom Jacobs asked for clarification that the rule of Shooters having to shoot 75% of BRUK competitions to qualify for the ERABSF Competition still stood and that was confirmed by the committee.

PRESIDENTS REPORT 2024 – Adrian Hasell
Good evening everyone and welcome to the BRUK 2024 AGM.

Hopefully most of you will agree its been quite a successful year having held a number of competitions at our usual venues and a new venture at Chippenham with some interesting wind conditions to say the least. With agreement from the Chippenham committee we hope to hold more competitions there in the future.

All of this years competitions were as you are no doubt aware qualifiers for the forthcoming World/European competition in Finland 2025 which I am sure one of my colleagues will no doubt cover later.

This year has been quite slow merchandise wise with the exception being targets. I have this year Ordered-Stored-and sent out in excess of 20,000 targets and currently have in stock approximately another 10,000 of various types.

As always we are looking for new venues around the country and we are having discussions with ranges northwards but will appreciate any practical suggestions about suitable venues.
I will now pass you on to our Chairman for his report. Thank You.

CHAIRMANS REPORT 2024 – Richard Healey
We have still managed to get five shoots in this year including the Ron Harding Memorial Shoot in honor of a great man and our Benchrest UK Nationals.  We would like to thank those clubs that host us as without their continued support none of this would be possible.

SECRETARYS REPORT 2024 – Graham Freeman
It has been a busy year this year, Thank you to all of you for your continued support and Congratulation to all that competed in the shoots throughout the year. 

I would like to say a very big thank you to my fellow Committee members, to all the RO’s and all the people behind the scenes and volunteers over the year that have given up their time to help to make BRUK a success without these people we would not be able to run these shoots.  

We donated some money to Chippenham RPC to go towards them being able to shoot more Benchrest at their club. Its great to be able to help clubs to encourage more Benchrest shooting. 

In September we had our first shoot there, which was a great success and thank you to Colin for hosting us and Ian for liaising on behalf of BRUK. We look forward to shooting at this great facility again.

We also supported the AirAbility weekend in October by providing targets, sadly I was unable to attend due to Covid, but by all accounts it was an enjoyable weekend. 

The European and World cup will be held in August next year in Finland. The qualification for this will now finish with the completion of this competition weekend. Selection will now be made based on the rankings which Matthew has kindly been putting together for us. The number of shooters we can take will be limited.  

 You may have noticed that the WRABF have made quite a few rule changes over the last year and the latest rules can be viewed on our website. 

The postal competitions for 2024 are coming to their conclusion in December and medals will be sent out to the medalists once all scores have been verified.

The postal competitions for 2025 will be available to enter online in January. All members will be notified by email and we will also put reminders on our Facebook Page. The format will be the same as previous years, you have to be a member to enter and you just pay for your targets for each class plus p&p. 

TREASURES REPORT 2024 – Richard Collins
Net income for the year stands at £9,325.

Cash flow shows approximately £18,000 in the bank, though this has reduced slightly due to upcoming bills, currently sitting around £16,000.

Projections for next year were shared, with further details available upon request.
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MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT Sonia Carr’s absence
I firstly wanted to say how sorry I was to lose a couple of long standing members this year, with the sad loss of Ron Harding and Martin Honeyman I am sure you will join me in sending condolences to their families.

Membership numbers have stayed stable. It has been great to see new members joining to come and compete in the side by side shoots as well as the postals and I know that there are a few new faces here this evening, so welcome.

We are still low on junior members, but it is great to see some of you here competing this weekend. if you have any junior members at your club please do encourage them to get involved. 

The AGM covered apologies, approval of last year's minutes, and confirmation that the 75% qualification standard for Finnish championships remains in place.

Reports highlighted a successful year with increased competitions, new venues (notably Chippenham), and significant target distribution, though concerns were raised about counterfeit targets using the organisation's logo.
Election of officers
The committee was voted back in for another year

David Hopkins was voted in as Competition Secretary

Any other Business 

The Finnish World Championships were discussed at length, with ongoing organisational chaos, high costs, and uncertainty about participation; selection will be based on rankings, and a detailed cost breakdown will be emailed to members.
Introduction of stickers for 250 / 500 / 750 were discussed and will be added to competitions moving forward 
Membership fees will increase from £20 to £25 from January 2025, and competition entry fees will rise to £20 for the first event and £10 for subsequent events, justified by increased costs and expanded medal offerings, this was proposed by Jason Lockett and seconded by Kathie Knowles and voted unanimous 
Thanks to Matt Gleaves for putting together the league tables for Rimfire and Air qualifications for Finland.

It was agreed we would provide a shooting calendar for the following year at the end of the current year to allow members to book hotels well in advance
The committee is seeking volunteers for new roles (rimfire and air rifle reps, range safety officer) to help manage growing participation and ease committee workload.

There was discussion about accommodating more shooters and classes, with suggestions to extend event hours, use larger venues, or adjust competition formats, but logistical and venue constraints remain unresolved.
A match director will be appointed at each shoot has the final say with any committee matters that arise on the shoot
The introduction of a heavy rifle class was debated, with a plan to allow shooters to choose between sub-12 and 20ft/lb HV, but not both, pending further committee discussion and member input.
Maurice Hassard was given a round of applause for breaking the world record in Pilsen last year and winning the world title in HR Air.
With 13K Facebook members it was agreed that we would moderate posts and reminded all users to be respectful when posting online.

Investigations into home office approval are continuing and not having our own range this may prove extremely difficult to obtain.

The committee appealed for more Range Officers to assist during competitions.

A rookie class is to be introduced into all new shoots going forward.
Introduction of the Air Unlimited was agreed and will be included in new shoots going forward next year.

Awards were presented for outstanding shooters, and the meeting closed with further discussion on venue limitations and the challenges of expanding participation within current infrastructure.
Air Rifle Awards

Shooters Shooter of the year – Tom Jacobs
Newcomer – Jon Brocklesby
Most Improved Shooter – Tom Jacobs


Rimfire Awards

Shooters Shooter of the year – Richard Collins
Newcomer - Keith Petrie
Most Improved Shooter – Hayley Kenward
